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forcfathers, and thereby make them

3170, Our sages, who never objected to draw attcntion\
to the small and great mistakes and weaknesses

in_the history of our great!

just_the more instructive for us (see

remarks on Ch. XIT,10), here, too, on Y973 make a remark which is indeed

a “signpost” for all of us. They point out that the striking contrast in the

!
o' O INE Q, grandchildren of Abraham may have been due, not so much to a difference

in ‘their temperaments as to Thfs

Ay they were brought up.

As long as they were Little, no aftention was paid

to the slumbering dif-

ferences in their natures (see on V.24), both had exactly the same teaching
and educational treatment, and the great law of education 'p % 1% mn
AR “bring up each child in accordance with its own way” was forgot-

ten: — That each child must be treated differently,

with an eye to the

slumbering tendencies of his nature, and out of them, be educated to
develop his special characteristics for the one pure human and Jewish life,
The great Jewish task in life is basically simple, one and the same for all,

e

{(but in its realisation &5 a5 "c'd'rhkp‘_l'ic_i‘tgd and varied as human natyres and

tendencies” are varied
them.

ed, and the manifold varieties of life that tesalf from

When Father Jacob visualised the tribes of our nation in the sons
standing around his death-bed, he saw, not only future priests and teachers,

‘W be saw around him the tribe of Levites, the tribes of royalty,
of farmers, of soldiers,
most manifold characteristics and diverse paths of life, and
of them, and mnw 173

before his mental eye he saw the na

of merchants,
tion in all its
he blessed all
1733 v% each according to his speciality, with
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{{ one differently to the one great goal. To try to bring up a Jacob and an .

17:22:03

and in his different path in life, did he bless them. For the covenant which
God established with Abraham waats to win a whole national life, a whole
fresh, complete life of a nation with its manifold classeg and occupations,
all for the one and same great task of life: vOURY APTE DYWYT "1 777 “0w?,
There, strength and courage, no less than brain and lofty thought and
fine feelings are to have their representatives before God, and all, in the
miost varied ways of their callings are to achieve the one great common
task of life.

But just because of that, must each one be brought up ™12477 0 %"
according to the presumed path of life to which his tendencies lead, each

Esau in the same college, make them have the same habits and hobbies,

want to teach ind educate them in the same way for some studious, sedate

meditative life is the surest way to court disaster. A jacob will, with ever .

increasiag zeal and zest, imbibe knowledge from the well__ of vwisdom and;

|l truth, while an Esau ca.n-hardly wait for the time when he can throw the l
old books, but at the same time, a whole purpose of life, behind his

back, a life of which he has only learnt to know from one angle, and in
a manner for which he can find no disposition in his whole nature.

Had Isaac and Rebecca studied Esau's nature and character early f
1 enough, and asked themselves how can even an Esau, how can all the |

strength and energy, agility and courage that lies slumbering in this child,
be won over to be used in the service of God, and the future 933 be
trained to become, not a ¥ 933, but in truth a "h *10% Y33, then Jacob and
Esau, with their totally different natures could still have remained twin-
brothers in spirit and life; quite early in life Esau’s “sword” and Jacob’s
“gpirit” could have worked hand in hand, and who can say what a dif-

fsﬁwhﬁlihismrv of the ages might have presented. But,
as’it was, DM VP, only when the boys had grown intc men, one .

was surprised to see that, out of one and the selfsame womb, having had

3] exactly the same care, training and schooling, two such contrasting persons

emerge.

Just as, with Jacob the bn R denotes the nature of his character,
and D*?X Av the nature of his vocation, so with Esau too, the 1% ¥ K
would be the nature of his character, and 1w vR, the vocation.

At Nimrod, whose spiriutal heir Esau seems to have been, we have

o already considered the concept X in its relation to Mo. In the same way

L{(. grain of hi

9

-as o implies keeping to oneself a secret plan until the time arrives for
it to be carried out, so ‘N¥ has the same meaning with the additional nuance
of “overcoming difficulties in the carrying out of the plan. The ¥ must
understand the art of stalking, externally to appear quite innocent and
" still have the thought of killing quietly in his heart. It is the complete
- exercise of trickery, insidiousness; used in a different sphere: diplomacy.
Esau understood hunting, the art of self-control in lurking self-interest.
~The whole way in_which he had_been brought up, so much_against the
his temperament, which his_real nature. repressed in patience until

the time he could become more his own master, could only have nurtured
such a tendency. This temperament of his led him o become an” 770 v
Just because he had_earlier- been fused to his seat in the schoolroom, now
out of aversion to having been kept indoors, he was completely an 17w v
an outdoor man. In contrast to that Jacob was an &n 'K, a2 man who only
knows one direction, and gives himself up entirely to that, is single-minded.

: He gave himself up, as Abraham’s grandson, Isaac's son, to fulfil his
mission, and thereby he became 2 DK 3wv, 2 man who recognised and

G

¥y

taught that the highest mission of life lies in achieving the knowledge
and practice to be obtained in the sphere of D%, the homes of mankind.
In the same way, as a man, later in life, he recognised and taught the
highest revelation of the Rule of God to be primarily there, in the sphere
of mankind — D2 W 3pY.

V. 28. A second factor, which could only have a pernicious effect
was the difference of the feelings of the parents towards the children
Unity and complete agreement of parents in the education, and the same
feelings and love to all their children — even to those who are not so
good, yea, just those require most of all, even more than those who are
physically weak or ill, loving care and consideration and sacrifice — that is
the first fundamental condition and the corner stone of every education
— That Isaac’s sympathies were more inclined toward's Esau, Rebecca's to
Jacob can moreover easily be explained by the attraction of opposites,
We see Isaac. risen up again from death on the altar nrefercinn ta with.

|
;
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P’] 7 (y r G%w from the bustle of the world and to live quietly in the proximaty

f the desert, living at the well of the “Live-One-Who seeth me" away
from the busy traffic of men. That Esau's lusty active nature appealed to
{him, and that he perhaps saw in him_ ich he lost_could
be a support to the home, would be quite possible. Rebeccs, on the other
(and saw in Jacob’s whole being 2 picture of a life unfolding o Which

in_her father’s house she had never had the rematest idea -

are explainable, but parents should not allow such hidden feelings to

influence them in makin
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